Corporate Prayer in Acts
Scripture References

1. Acts 1:12-14
AMPC
12 Then [the disciples] went back to Jerusalem from the hill called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, [only] a Sabbath day’s journey (three-quarters of
a mile) away. 13 And when they had entered [the city], they mounted [the
stairs] to the upper room where they were [indefinitely] staying—Peter and
John and James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas [son] of
James.
14 All of these with their minds in full agreement devoted themselves
steadfastly to prayer, [waiting together] with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
MSG
12-13 So they left the mountain called Olives and returned to Jerusalem. It
was a little over half a mile. They went to the upper room they had been
using as a meeting place: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip,Thomas,
Bartholomew, Matthew, James, son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas,
son of James. 14 They agreed they were in this for good, completely
together in prayer, the women included. Also Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his
brothers.
KJV
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
TPT
All of them were united in prayer, gripped with one passion, interceding
night and day.
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2. Acts 1:23-26
AMPC
23 And they accordingly proposed (nominated) two men, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed
and said, You, Lord, Who know all hearts (their thoughts, passions,
desires, appetites, purposes, and endeavors), indicate to us which one of
these two You have chosen 25 To take the place in this ministry and
receive the position of an apostle, from which Judas fell away and went
astray to go [where he belonged] to his own [proper] place. 26 And they
drew lots [between the two], and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added
to and counted with the eleven apostles (special messengers).
MSG
23-26 They nominated two: Joseph Barsabbas, nicknamed Justus, and
Matthias. Then they prayed, “You, O God, know every one of us inside
and out. Make plain which of these two men you choose to take the place
in this ministry and leadership that Judas threw away in order to go his
own way.” They then drew straws. Matthias won and was counted in with
the eleven apostles.
KJV
23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed
Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which
knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,
25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they
gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered
with the eleven apostles.
TPT
…They all prayed, “Lord Yahweh, you know the heat of every man. Please
give us clear revelation to know which of these two men you have chosen
to be an apostle and take Judas’ place because he renounced his
apostleship to go where he belonged.” They cast lots’ and determined that
Matthias was the Lord’s choice, so he was added to the eleven apostles.
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3. Acts 2:42
AMPC
42 And they steadfastly persevered, devoting themselves constantly to the
instruction and fellowship of the apostles, to the breaking of bread
[including the Lord’s Supper] and prayers.
MSG
41-42 That day about three thousand took him at his word, were baptized
and were signed up. They committed themselves to the teaching of the
apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the prayers.
KJV
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

4. Acts 3:1-3
AMPC
Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the
ninth hour (three o’clock in the afternoon),
2 [When] a certain man crippled from his birth was being carried along,
who was laid each day at that gate of the temple [which is] called
Beautiful, so that he might beg for charitable gifts from those who entered
the temple.3 So when he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple,
he asked them to give him a gift.
MSG
One day at three o’clock in the afternoon, Peter and John were on their
way into the Temple for prayer meeting. At the same time there was a man
crippled from birth being carried up. Every day he was set down at the
Temple gate, the one named Beautiful, to beg from those going into the
Temple. When he saw Peter and John about to enter the Temple, he asked
for a handout. Peter, with John at his side, looked him straight in the eye
and said, “Look here.” He looked up, expecting to get something from
them.
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TPT
One afternoon Peter and John went to the temple for the three o’clock
prayer…

5. Acts 4:23-31
AMPC
23 After they were permitted to go, [the apostles] returned to their own
[company] and told all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.
24 And when they heard it, lifted their voices together with one united
mind to God and said, O Sovereign Lord, You are He Who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything that is in them,
25 Who by the mouth of our forefather David, Your servant and child, said
through the Holy Spirit, Why did the heathen (Gentiles) become wanton
and insolent and rage, and the people imagine and study and plan vain
(fruitless) things [that will not succeed]?
26 The kings of the earth took their stand in array [for attack] and the
rulers were assembled and combined together against the Lord and against
His Anointed (Christ, the Messiah).
27 For in this city there actually met and plotted together against Your holy
Child and Servant Jesus, Whom You consecrated by anointing, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and peoples of Israel,
28 To carry out all that Your hand and Your will and purpose had
predestined (predetermined) should occur.
29 And now, Lord, observe their threats and grant to Your bond servants
[full freedom] to declare Your message fearlessly,
30 While You stretch out Your hand to cure and to perform signs and
wonders through the authority and by the power of the name of Your holy
Child and Servant Jesus.
31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled
was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
continued to speak the Word of God with freedom and boldness and
courage.
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MSG
23-26 As soon as Peter and John were let go, they went to their friends and
told them what the high priests and religious leaders had said. Hearing the
report, they lifted their voices in a wonderful harmony in prayer: “Strong
God, you made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. By the
Holy Spirit you spoke through the mouth of your servant and our father,
David:
Why the big noise, nations?
Why the mean plots, peoples?
Earth’s leaders push for position,
Potentates meet for summit talks,
The God-deniers, the Messiah-defiers!
27-28 “For in fact they did meet—Herod and Pontius Pilate with nations
and peoples, even Israel itself!—met in this very city to plot against your
holy Son Jesus, the One you made Messiah, to carry out the plans you long
ago set in motion.
29-30 “And now they’re at it again! Take care of their threats and give
your servants fearless confidence in preaching your Message, as you
stretch out your hand to us in healings and miracles and wonders done in
the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 While they were praying, the place where they were meeting trembled
and shook. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak
God’s Word with fearless confidence.
Acts 4:23-31 THE VOICE
23 Peter and John, upon their release, went right to their friends and told
the story—including the warning from the council. 24 The whole
community responded with this prayer to God:
Community of Believers: God, our King, You made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and everything they contain. 25 You are the One who, by
the Holy Spirit, spoke through our ancestor David, Your servant, with
these words:
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Why did the nations rage?
Why did they imagine useless things?
26 The kings of the earth took their stand;
their rulers assembled in opposition
against the Eternal One and His Anointed King.
27 This is exactly what has happened among us, here in this city. The
foreign ruler Pontius Pilate and the Jewish ruler Herod, along with their
respective peoples, have assembled in opposition to Your holy servant
Jesus, the One You chose. 28 They have done whatever Your hand and
plan predetermined should happen. 29 And now, Lord, take note of their
intimidations intended to silence us. Grant us, Your servants, the
courageous confidence we need to go ahead and proclaim Your message
30 while You reach out Your hand to heal people, enabling us to perform
signs and wonders through the name of Your holy servant Jesus. 31 They
finished their prayer, and immediately the whole place where they had
gathered began to shake. All the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit,
and they began speaking God’s message with courageous confidence.

6. Acts 6:3-6
AMPC
3 Therefore select out from among yourselves, brethren, seven men of
good and attested character and repute, full of the [Holy] Spirit and
wisdom, whom we may assign to look after this business and duty. 4 But
we will continue to devote ourselves steadfastly to prayer and the ministry
of the Word.
5 And the suggestion pleased the whole assembly, and they selected
Stephen, a man full of faith (a strong and welcome belief that Jesus is the
Messiah) and full of and controlled by the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte (convert) from Antioch. 6 These they presented to the apostles,
who after prayer laid their hands on them.
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Acts 6:3-6 MSG
So the Twelve called a meeting of the disciples. They said, “It wouldn’t be
right for us to abandon our responsibilities for preaching and teaching the
Word of God to help with the care of the poor. So, friends, choose seven
men from among you whom everyone trusts, men full of the Holy Spirit
and good sense, and we’ll assign them this task. Meanwhile, we’ll stick to
our assigned tasks of prayer and speaking God’s Word.”
5-6 The congregation thought this was a great idea. They went ahead and
chose—Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, Philip, Procorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, Nicolas, a convert from Antioch. Then they
presented them to the apostles. Praying, the apostles laid on hands and
commissioned them for their task.

7. Acts 8:14-17
AMPC
14 Now when the apostles (special messengers) at Jerusalem heard that
[the country of] Samaria had accepted and welcomed the Word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them,
15 And they came down and prayed for them that the Samaritans might
receive the Holy Spirit;
16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them, but they had only been
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.
17 Then [the apostles] laid their hands on them one by one, and they
received the Holy Spirit.
NLT
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had
accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as
they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit.
16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid
their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.
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TPT
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the Samaritans had accepted
God’s message of life, they sent Peter and John to pray over them so that
they would receive the Holy Spirit…

8. Acts 12:5, 12-17
AMPC
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but fervent prayer for him was persistently
made to God by the church (assembly).
12 When he, at a glance, became aware of this [comprehending all the
elements of the case], he went to the house of Mary the mother of John,
whose surname was Mark, where a large number were assembled together
and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the gate of the porch, a
maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14 And recognizing Peter’s voice, in
her joy she failed to open the gate, but ran in and told the people that Peter
was standing before the porch gate. 15 They said to her, You are crazy!
But she persistently and strongly and confidently affirmed that it was the
truth. They said, It is his angel! 16 But meanwhile Peter continued
knocking, and when they opened the gate and saw him, they were amazed.
17 But motioning to them with his hand to keep quiet and listen, he related
to them how the Lord had delivered him out of the prison. And he said,
Report all this to James [the Less] and to the brethren. Then he left and
went to some other place.
MSG
5 All the time that Peter was under heavy guard in the jailhouse, the church
prayed for him most strenuously.
12-14 Still shaking his head, amazed, he went to Mary’s house, the Mary
who was John Mark’s mother. The house was packed with praying friends.
When he knocked on the door to the courtyard, a young woman named
Rhoda came to see who it was. But when she recognized his voice—
Peter’s voice!—she was so excited and eager to tell everyone Peter was
there that she forgot to open the door and left him standing in the street.
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15-16 But they wouldn’t believe her, dismissing her, dismissing her report.
“You’re crazy,” they said. She stuck by her story, insisting. They still
wouldn’t believe her and said, “It must be his angel.” All this time poor
Peter was standing out in the street, knocking away. 16-17 Finally they
opened up and saw him—and went wild! Peter put his hands up and
calmed them down. He described how the Master had gotten him out of
jail, then said, “Tell James and the brothers what’s happened.” He left them
and went off to another place.

Acts 12:5, 12-17 THE VOICE
5 During Peter’s imprisonment, the church prayed constantly and intensely
to God for his safety.
12 Peter immediately rushed over to the home of a woman named Mary.
(Mary’s son, John Mark, would eventually become an important associate
of the apostles.) A large group had gathered there to pray for Peter and his
safety. 13 He knocked at the outer gate; and a maid, Rhoda, answered.
14 She recognized Peter’s voice, but she was so overcome with excitement
that she left him standing on the street and ran inside to tell everyone.
Rhoda: Our prayers were answered! Peter is at the front gate!
Praying Believers: 15 Rhoda, you’re crazy!
Rhoda: No! Peter’s out there! I’m sure of it!
Praying Believers: Well, maybe it’s his guardian angel or something.
16 All this time, Peter was still out in the street, knocking on the gate.
Finally they came and let him in. Of course, the disciples were stunned,
and everyone was talking at once. 17 Peter motioned for them to quiet
down and then told them the amazing story of how the Lord engineered his
escape.
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9. Acts 13:1-3
AMPC
Now in the church (assembly) at Antioch there were prophets (inspired
interpreters of the will and purposes of God) and teachers: Barnabas,
Symeon who was called Niger [Black], Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a
member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate now for Me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. 3 Then after
fasting and praying, they put their hands on them and sent them away.
MSG
…2.One day as they were worshiping God—they were also fasting as they
waited for guidance—the Holy Spirit spoke: “Take Barnabas and Saul and
commission them for the work I have called them to do.” 3 So they
commissioned them. In that circle of intensity and obedience, of fasting
and praying, they laid hands on their heads and sent them off.
TLB
Among the prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch were Barnabas
and Symeon (also called “The Black Man”), Lucius (from Cyrene),
Manaen (the foster-brother of King Herod), and Paul. 2 One day as these
men were worshiping and fasting the Holy Spirit said, “Dedicate Barnabas
and Paul for a special job I have for them.” 3 So after more fasting and
prayer, the men laid their hands on them—and sent them on their way.

10. Acts 14:23
AMPC
And when they had appointed and ordained elders for them in each church
with prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in Whom they
had come to believe [being full of joyful trust that He is the Christ, the
Messiah].
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Acts 14:23 MSG
Paul and Barnabas handpicked leaders in each church. After praying—
their prayers intensified by fasting—they presented these new leaders to
the Master to whom they had entrusted their lives. Working their way back
through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia and preached in Perga. Finally,
they made it to Attalia and caught a ship back to Antioch, where it had all
started—launched by God’s grace and now safely home by God’s grace. A
good piece of work.
TPT
Paul and Barnabas ordained leaders, known as elders, from among the
congregations in every church they visited. After prayer and fasting, the
publicly committed them into the care and protection of the Lord of their
faith.

11. Acts 16:13, 16
AMPC
And on the Sabbath day we went outside the [city’s] gate to the bank of
the river where we supposed there was an [accustomed] place of prayer,
and we sat down and addressed the women who had assembled there.
16 As we were on our way to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave
girl who was possessed by a spirit of divination [claiming to foretell future
events and to discover hidden knowledge], and she brought her owners
much gain by her fortunetelling.
TLB
13 On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank
where we understood some people met for prayer; and we taught the
Scriptures to some women who came.
16 One day as we were going down to the place of prayer beside the river,
we met a demon-possessed slave girl, who was a fortune-teller and earned
much money for her masters.
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KJV
13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer
was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which
resorted thither.
16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed
with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by
soothsaying:

12. Acts 16:25-26
AMPC
25 But about midnight, as Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
of praise to God, and the [other] prisoners were listening to them,
26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the very foundations of
the prison were shaken; and at once all the doors were opened and
everyone’s shackles were unfastened.
MSG
25-26 Along about midnight, Paul and Silas were at prayer and singing a
robust hymn to God. The other prisoners couldn’t believe their ears. Then,
without warning, a huge earthquake! The jailhouse tottered, every door
flew open, all the prisoners were loose.
TPT
Paul and Silas undaunted, prayed in the middle of the night and sang songs
of praise to God, while all the other prisoners listed to their worship.
Suddenly, a great earthquake shook the foundations of the prison. All at
once every prison door flung open and the chains of all the prisoners came
loose.
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13. Acts 20:36-38
AMPC
36 Having spoken thus, he knelt down with them all and prayed.
37 And they all wept freely and threw their arms around Paul’s neck and
kissed him fervently and repeatedly,
38 Being especially distressed and sorrowful because he had stated that
they were about to see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the
ship.
MSG
36-38 Then Paul went down on his knees, all of them kneeling with him,
and prayed. And then a river of tears. Much clinging to Paul, not wanting
to let him go. They knew they would never see him again—he had told
them quite plainly. The pain cut deep. Then, bravely, they walked him
down to the ship.
THE VOICE
36 Once again, imagine this scene:
As Paul finishes speaking, he kneels down; and we all join him, kneeling.
He prays, and we all join him, praying. 37 There’s the sound of weeping,
and then more weeping, and then more still. One by one, we embrace Paul
and kiss him, 38 our sadness multiplied because of his words about this
being our last good-bye. We walk with him to the ship, and he sets sail.
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14. Acts 21:4-6
AMPC
4 And having looked up the disciples there, we remained with them for
seven days. Prompted by the [Holy] Spirit, they kept telling Paul not to set
foot in Jerusalem.
5 But when our time there was ended, we left and proceeded on our
journey; and all of them with their wives and children accompanied us on
our way till we were outside the city. There we knelt down on the beach
and prayed.
6 Then when we had told one another farewell, we went on board the ship,
and they returned to their own homes.
MSG
4 While the cargo was being unloaded, we looked up the local disciples
and stayed with them seven days. Their message to Paul, from insight
given by the Spirit, was “Don’t go to Jerusalem.”
5-6 When our time was up, they escorted us out of the city to the docks.
Everyone came along—men, women, children. They made a farewell party
of the occasion! We all kneeled together on the beach and prayed. Then,
after another round of saying good-bye, we climbed on board the ship
while they drifted back to their homes.
TLB
4 We went ashore, found the local believers, and stayed with them a week.
These disciples warned Paul—the Holy Spirit prophesying through them—
not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 At the end of the week when we returned to
the ship, the entire congregation including wives and children walked
down to the beach with us where we prayed and said our farewells. 6 Then
we went aboard, and they returned home.
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